What follows is a best practice example of a
tool-kit that would be appropriate for use as a
means of assessing learners and determining the
nature of an appropriate monitoring regime by

the sponsoring school/college.

Risk Level
Factors

The chart is a tool designed to assist the process of risk assessment
rather than to provide an absolutely cast-iron result. It should be
used for guidance purposes only. Careful consideration must be
given to each individual case to produce a meaningful result. It
may also help to identify actions that could be taken in order to
reduce the overall health and safety risks for a student in relation to

the necessary monitoring regime.

ASSESSING LEARNERS UNDERTAKING WORK EXPERIENCE
applicable to all work experience placements where vulnerable
students have been identified.

Low — Risk activity
Score 1

Examples of Risk Banding
of Occupational Activity*

Agriculture; Engineering
Mechanical; Electrical Work;
Construction/Building Trades

Health & child Care; Assembly
Work; Uniformed Services;
Catering

Office; Retail; Survey/Estate
Agency; Education; Legal;
Personal Services

Number of Days in Placement 3 days 2 days 1 day
per week over an average term
Student’s Age Cohort Year10 Year 11 Year 12/13

Student’s Maturity

Very immature for age

Sometimes acts
Immaturely for age

Mature for age

Student Behaviour — Anger

Easily becomes angry

Expresses anger when believes
has reason

Remains calm

Student Behaviour - Violence

Involved in apparently
unprovoked assault/s

Has responded violently
when provoked

Never involved in
assault/violence

Student Behaviour — Criminality

Has been found guilty
of a criminal offence

Has been
cautioned for a criminal offence

No record of criminality

Student Behaviour — Language

Regular swearing in
everyday speech

Occasional swearing when
provoked

Never swears

Student Behaviour — Honesty

Untrustworthy

Has been known to tell lies

Honest

Student Behaviour — Confidence

Very withdrawn

Lacks self-confidence

Outgoing

Home Circumstances

Known significant Instability
at home

Difficulties at home

Supportive home

Medical Circumstances

Severe health issues
requiring monitoring

Mild health problems under
medical control

No problems

Educational Needs

High level of support required
at all times

Some degree of extra support

No support necessary

TOTALS

* The risk bandings for these occupational categories are only representative of different sectors and are not definitive (it depends on the robustness of an organisation’s health & safety
systems as well) but they do provide a reasonable guide based on experience of the types of activity commonly undertaken by students on placement while in these environments.

Using the Risk Assessment Tool-Kit
Although theoretically it is possible to
score 39 on this risk assessment chart, in
practice the maximum possible score is
36. Scores indicate the following risk
assessments for the student in relation
to a particular placement:

13-15 Low Risk
At least one visit per term plus at least one
additional phone/email check.

16-20 Medium Risk
At least three visits per term plus additional
phone/email checks.

21-26 High Risk
Between four & six visits per term plus
regular additional phone/email checks.

27-36 Unsuitable

Learners should not be placed unless
remedial action has been taken to bring the
risks within acceptable boundaries.

NB. This tool-kit should be used as standard
practice when considering placements for ‘at
risk’ learners, but it is not intended for use
outside the confines of a school. Schools
should give careful consideration to their
responsibility for sharing outcomes with
prospective placement providers - but it is
important that all necessary information is
shared.



